FRONT OFFICE AND COACHES BRIEF - MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026

AROUND THE LEAGUE - LAST NIGHT

Regular-season finale, Sunday, April 12. All 30 teams played, 10 seeds were decided, and most top seeds rested their stars.

15 games 10 seeds decided 38 career-high scoring nights 8 of 12 top-six teams sat 4+ regulars Play-in Tue, Apr 14 Round 1 Sat, Apr 18

BRACKET - FIRST ROUND AND PLAY-IN

1 @ DET vs. 8 play-in 1 @ OKC vs. 8 play-in
2 § BOS vs. 7 play-in 2 ¥ SAS vs. 7 play-in
3 % NYKvs.6 3 ATL ATL down from5 3 @ DENvs. 6 @ MIN 2025 rematch
4 ¢ CLEvs.5 9 TOR TORup from6 4 @ LALvs.5 $# HOU LeBron vs. KD
7/8: % PHI vs. 4 ORL atPHI 7/8: # PHX vs. € POR at PHX
9/10: ¥ CHA vs. & MIA at CHA 9/10: & LAC vs. ® GSW at LAC

BKN 202 101 WML

TOR up to No. 5 on the tiebreak - faces CLE in Round 1 27-32 - 34-38 - 23-30 - 17-36

Toronto needed a win and an Atlanta loss to take the 5 seed. It got both and won
the second half 66-40.

Scottie Barnes ran the offense as the hub, with 18-12-12 on 8-11
RECAP  shooting, 3 blocks and a +35, and TOR scored at a 136.0 ORtg. Ingram
added 25 on 10 FGA.
sToryLINE Toronto was the one team that pushed for seeding on the final day. It
draws a CLE team that rested its entire core Sunday.
KEV] Rajakovic called timeout at 7:55 of Q3 with the lead cut to 10. TOR
answered with an 11-0 run, and the starters stayed on until 5:57 of Q4,
up 28.
TEAM TOR: 71.3 eFG% (season 54.5). BKN, missing seven regulars, shot
METRICS  26.5% from three.
40 fast-break points (season 18.6): TOR's season high, tied for 4th-
most by any team this season. Barnes posted his 3rd triple-double of
the year.
OFF-NORM 72 paint points (season 53.0), but OREB% was only 15.6 (29.9).

rRoTATION Quickley played 16.6 min (season 32.1) and did not return after the first
half. Poeltl went 5-5 in 19 min.

. FINAL _
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PHI up to No. 7 - hosts ORL in the 7/8 play-in 26-29 - 36-29 - 16-38 - 28-30

Down 4 at the half, Philadelphia won the third quarter 38-16 and passed Orlando.
Both teams finished 45-37.

VJ Edgecombe drove the winning stretch as the playmaker, with 11
RECAP  assists, 7 rebounds and a team-best +31. Maxey scored 21 0on 13 FGA
in 27 min.

KEY] Nurse's starters with Drummond in for Bona were +17 in 10 min; the
original starting five was even. MIL's timeout at 4:51 of Q3 (down 9)

was followed by an 11-0 PHI run.

TEAM PHI: 101.9 DRtg (season 114.6). MIL shot 27.7% from three (38.9) with
METRICS  gight regulars out; AJ Green went 1-7 from deep with Maxey on him.

Doc Rivers stepped down Monday, after a season that snapped nine
NEWS straight playoff trips. Giannis is extension-eligible in October (4 yr /
$275M), so the coaching hire and his future are linked.

36 deflections (season 20.3), the 3rd-most by any team this season.
OFF-NORM The pressure became 32 points off turnovers (season 18.8).

Embiid sat (34.3 mpg over his last 5). Paul George played 21 min in his
ROTATION  36th game. Justin Edwards shot 5-8 from three at a 25.0 USG%
(season 13.7).

TALKING POINTS

Playing it out paid off. TOR played its starters, won, and passed ATL for the 5
seed. ATL sat seven regulars and fell to 6. ORL played its starters and lost to
Boston's reserves, dropping to 8.

Awards cutoff. Jokic reached 65 games with 18:15 of first-half work.
Wembanyama, Kawhi and Mobley qualified Friday. Luka, Edwards, Cade,

LeBron,

Giannis, Curry and Booker all missed the cutoff.

Health entering the playoffs. LAL is without Luka (Grade 2 hamstring, second
round is the target) and Reaves (4-6 weeks). Edwards (right knee) sat.
Anunoby (left ankle) is day-to-day.

Season marks. SGA won the scoring title (31.1 ppg). Jokic averaged a triple-
double (27.7 /12.9 / 10.7, league-high 34 triple-doubles). Knueppel set the
rookie record for threes (273, old high 206).

Coaching market opened Monday. Doc Rivers stepped down in Milwaukee
after a 32-50 season. Giannis called his late-season benching "disrespectful"
and said his future is "not up to me."
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ATL down to
CHA

No. 6, faces NYK - MIA stays 10th, plays at 24-33 - 37-37 - 23-29 - 33-44

Atlanta came in at No. 5, sat seven regulars and lost the seed on the tiebreak.
Miami never trailed.

RECAP

STORYLINE

KEY
DECISION
TEAM
METRICS

RARITY

OFF-NORM

ROTATION

ORL

Bam Adebayo controlled both ends, with 25-10 on 11-18 shooting, 3
steals, 2 blocks and no turnovers, and anchored Miami's best unit.
Jaquez added 26 off the bench and went 6-8 when Buddy Hield
guarded him.

ATL's first playoff trip in four years now opens at MSG. MIA heads to
CHA,; Pelle Larsson (30.1 mpg over his last 10) was its only absent
regular.

Spoelstra pulled three starters at 2:27 of Q3 (+14). Adebayo with

Jaquez, Powell, K. Johnson and Jakucionis went +14 in 11 min, and the
lead reached 26.

ATL had 8 deflections (season 20.0) and a 137.5 DRtg (112.6).
80 paint points (season 54.3): Miami's season high and the 12th-most
by any team this season.

MIA added 36 fast-break points (season 18.2) with an FTr of just 16.5
(27.2).

ATL sat J. Johnson, Daniels, NAW, McCollum, Okongwu, Kuminga and
Landale. Newell (2% start rate) played 38.9 min. Hield scored a
season-high 31at a 34.5 USG% (season 18.6).

537 108 coommercon 11§ 5020 BOS

ORL down to No. 8 - plays at PHI - BOS locked at 2 29-20-32-32-20-42-27-19

Boston rested its entire starting five, won the third quarter 42-20 and held off a
late Orlando rally.

RECAP

KEY
DECISION
TEAM
METRICS
NEWS

RARITY

OFF-NORM

ROTATION

Baylor Scheierman carried the offense with a career-high 30 (6-14 3P,
8-8 FT) and 7 assists at a 28.1USG% (season 10.4). He also shadowed
Wagner, who went 1-6 against him, and blocked him at the rim with
BOS up 3 inside the final 1:15.

Suggs tied it at 108 with 0:36 left. Mazzulla called timeout, and Garza
hit a 28-foot turnaround three out of it. Orlando did not score again.

ORL scored 40 fast-break points (season 15.4) but had a 46.2 eFG%.
BOS, the league's slowest team (95.5), played at a 105.0 pace.
Wagner, in his sixth game back from a high-ankle sprain, scored 20 on
18 FGA. A win at PHI gets ORL the 7 seed; a loss means one more
game against the 9/10 winner.

Four Celtics set career highs: Scheierman 30, Harper Jr. 27, Garza 27,
Tonje 13. Only UTA (five, March 19) had more in one game this season.

ORL took 47.3% of its shots from three (season 38.6) and made
27.9%. Banchero's 23-10-11 came on 7-22 shooting with 6 turnovers.
ORL's starting five was +8 in only 6 min together; Bane played 17.6
min (season 33.8).
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CHA clinches No. 9 - hosts MIA - NYK locked at 3 30-20 - 27-24 - 30-29 - 23-23

Charlotte played its full rotation to lock the 9 seed against a Knicks roster missing
four starters.

Coby White swung it off the bench with 19 in 16.3 min at a 39.5 USG%,
and his unit with Knueppel, Green, Kalkbrenner and Williams was +9 in
4 min. Ball and Miller added 19 each.

KEY Mike Brown's timeout at 8:52 of Q3 (down 15) sparked a quick push.
Charles Lee answered with one at 6:36 (+10), and CHA was back up

13 by 8:36 of Q4.

TEAM CHA: 26 second-chance points (38.0 OREB%) and a 102.1 DRtg. NYK:
METRICS  FTr of 8.9 (season 24.2).

NEWS Anunoby (33.8 mpg over his last 10) is day-to-day. His ankle decides
NYK's wing matchups against ATL.

RECAP

Bridges played 23 seconds and fouled to exit, extending his streak to

638 games, 8th-longest ever. Knueppel finished with 273 threes, the
rookie record.

orFr-Norm CHA took 61.2% of its shots from three (season 48.6) and scored no
midrange points.

rotation NYK'sat Brunson, Towns, Hart (all injury management) and Anunoby
(left ankle sprain). McBride scored 21 at a 28.6 USG% (season 17.3).
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DEN clinches No. 3 - faces MIN, a 2025 rematch 37-34 - 33-22 - 31-35 - 27-27

Denver won its 12th straight to clinch No. 3. Wembanyama (ribs) sat, and Jokic
played only the first half.

Nikola Jokic built the margin in 18:15, with 23-8 on 7-12 shooting and
8-8 FT. DEN led by 14 when he left at halftime, and the appearance
was his 65th game for awards.

REY] The game broke on a 22-0 DEN run in Q2 (10:16 to 2:44) through two

RECAP

SAS timeouts. When SAS cut the lead to 10 early in Q3, Adelman
called timeout at 9:13 and DEN went +7 over the next 3 min.

TEAM Without Wembanyama, SAS posted a 126.7 DRtg (season 110.2).
METRICS  Castle (foot) played 29 min for 10-11-9.

Jokic was listed questionable (right wrist). The streak is 3 short of the
NEWS  franchise record of 15; watch his minutes against a MIN team that
eliminated DEN last year.

12 straight wins, tied for the 3rd-longest streak this season (OKC 16,
DET 13). Jokic averaged a triple-double for a second straight season.

OFF-NORM DEN took only 30.0% of its shots from three (season 40.9) and
scored 62 paint and 33 second-chance points (41.5 OREB%).

ROTATION DEN sat Murray, Braun, C. Johnson, Gordon, Hardaway and Watson.
Strawther scored a career-high 25; Valanciunas had 16-11in 19 min.
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POR clinches No. 8 - plays at PHX in the 7/8 play-in 33-33-24-44 - 27-19 - 26-26
Portland won the second quarter 44-24 and held off the Clippers for the 8 seed.
Deni Avdija set up the offense with 25-6-10 and 5-9 from three, and

RECAP  POR turned 30 points off turnovers into a 123.2 ORtg. Holiday added
23.
REV POR called three timeouts in the first 5:17 of Q3 as a 14-point lead
shrank to 7. With the seed at stake, it kept its starters on until 1:39 of
Q4 (+15).
TEAM POR: 29 second-chance points (season 18.3) on a 40.0 OREB%. SAC:
MeTrics Achiuwa had 27-11, beating Clingan 5-7 and drawing 3 shooting fouls

on him. Raynaud scored 21 on 10 FGA.

30 points off turnovers, Portland's season high. POR is one win from
RARITY
its first playoff trip in four years.
OFF-NORM POR's FTr was 14.9 (season 28.6), and midrange made up 8.2% of its
points (3.8).

rRoTATION Sharpe played 17.'0 min (season 29.7) and went 3-11. Jerami Grant
(29.4 mpg over his last 7) sat.

62-20 SAS

LAC 9, GSW 10 - same matchup Wednesday at LAC AT 0 2270707 o S-Sl 0 A2

A play-in preview with 10 ties and 5 lead changes. The Clippers held Kawhi out.

Bennedict Mathurin carried the offense without Kawhi, with 20-9-8 at
a 28.8 USG%, and his bench-heavy unit closed the game. Curry
scored 24 on 14 FGA in 28.6 min.

KEY) Lue closed with his bench: no LAC starter played after 1:02 of Q3. The
Mathurin, Bogdanovic, Miller, Sanders and Batum unit was +6 in 17
min; the starting five was even in 13.

TEAM GSW: 28 second-chance points (season 15.6). LAC: 8 deflections
METRICS (18.5).

NEWS Kawhi sat (left ankle, wrist). Sl noted it also kept GSW from getting a
defensive look before Wednesday.

Kawhi finishes at a career-best 27.9 ppg, in 65 games, which makes
him awards-eligible.

OFFE-NORM GSW took 45.3% of its shots from three (season 49.7), made 28.2%,
and got to the line more: FTr 37.2 (24.0).

RoTATION OSW was without Draymond (back), Moody and Butler (ACL). Bassey
scored a season-high 16. Bogdanovic scored 17 on 9 FGA.

RECAP

@ UTA 2260
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LAL No. 4 after DEN won - hosts HOU in Round 1

53-29 LAL

22-32-23-30-29-33 - 33-36

The Lakers won their third straight but needed a DEN loss to reach No. 3. Instead,
itis LeBron vs. KD in Round 1.

Deandre Ayton gave LAL its interior base, with 22-10 on 10-14
shooting and 3 blocks at a 25.4 USG% (season 16.0), as LAL held UTA
to a 101.9 ORtg.

KEY Redick shut LeBron down at halftime (+17) and pulled the remaining
Sl starters at 2:20 of Q3 (+16). The bench pushed the lead to 28.

LAL: 62.9 eFG%. UTA went 7-34 from three.

RECAP

TEAM
METRICS
Luka: Grade 2 left hamstring (April 2), with the second round as the

NEWS  target. Reaves: 4-6 weeks. LAL starts Round 1 without its top two
creators.

Tshiebwe had a career-high 29 with 17 rebounds, two days after a 22-
rebound game (tied for 3rd-most this season).

orr-Norm LAL's FTr fell to 18.3 (season 32.5) without Luka drawing fouls, while
its AST% rose to 72.5 (61.2).

roTAaTion With Luka (371 mpg) and Reaves (36.7) out, Knecht scored 17 in 12 min
(5-6 3P) and Bronny had 11in 18.9 min (3-4 3P).
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MIN locked at 6 - plays at DEN in Round 1 24-34 - 35-39 - 31-24 - 36-35

Minnesota sat nine regulars, including Edwards, and held off two New Orleans
rookies with big lines.

Joan Beringer was the difference at the rim, with a career-high 24-13
and 7 blocks on 9-12 shooting. Shannon added 26 (14-18 FT): Micah
Peavy held him to 1-6 but fouled him three times on shots.

KEX Finch used Joe Ingles as his closer (15-6-10, on the floor until 0:16).
NOP's best five, led by Fears and Queen, was +7 in 11 min and cut into
a 14-point Q4 deficit.

TEAM MIN: FTr 48.3 (season 28.7) and four career-high scorers. Fears had
METRICS  36-10 for NOP.

NEWS Edwards (right knee) sat. He is awards-ineligible despite a career-best
28.8 ppg, and his knee is the swing factor against DEN.

RECAP

Beringer's 7 blocks: only Wembanyama (9) had more in a game this

season, and MIN's 13 were a team season high. Queen's 30-22 was
the only rookie 30/20 game this season.

OFF-NORM NOP took just 19.6% of its shots from three (season 35.9) and went
5-21, but scored 72 paint and 31 second-chance points.

ROTATION MIN sat Edwards, Randle, Gobert, McDaniels, Reid, Dosunmu, Conley,
Hyland and Anderson.



FINAL

6:00 PMET

DET = 133

DET locked at 1- first 60-win season since 2005-06

121 1963 |ND

41-27 - 40-36 - 27-26 - 25-32
Detroit scored 81 in the first half and gave its starters about 22 minutes each.
Paul Reed did not miss in a spot start for Duren: 26 points on 11-11, 10

of those makes with Micah Potter guarding him. The starting unit was
+29 in 20 min. Harris added 24 on 12 FGA.

STORYLINE |ND went 19-63, a year after 50 wins and a Finals run.

KEY Bickerstaff pulled all five starters by 4:35 of Q3 with a 25-point lead.
BB The reserves gave back 13 of it.

TEAM
METRICS

RECAP

DET: 45.5% from three (season 35.5), 25 fast-break points. Concern: a
115.2 DRtg (108.9) and 33 IND points off turnovers.

Reed's 11-for-11 was the only perfect game of 11+ FGA this season
RARITY '
the first since Zubac on 4/5/25. IND's 23 threes were its season high.
IND, with seven regulars out, took 60% of its shots from three
(season 42.1) and made 23.

Duren (31.7 mpg over his last 10) sat. Cade had 14 assists but shot 3-
12 in 21.8 min. Stewart's USG% was 26.2 (season 16.2), and he went
6-8 against Jay Huff.

OFF-NORM

ROTATION

FINAL

8:30 PMET

HOU locked at 5 - plays at LAL - 9-1over its last 10

o MEM 2557

132 52-30 HOU @

26-32 -19-34 - 26-34 - 30-32

Houston rested Durant, Sengun, Amen Thompson and Jabari Smith and still won
every quarter. Memphis lost its 8th straight.

Clint Capela owned the glass in a spot start, with 23-13 on 9-11
shooting and 3 blocks (his season high had been 10 points), as HOU
grabbed 45.2% of its misses for 34 second-chance points.

KEY Udoka's timeout at 6:51of Q2 (+8) was followed by a 12-0 run. HOU
G BENT led by 20 at 2:49.

RECAP

MEeales  HOU: 981 DRtg. MEM: FTr of 10.5 (season 25.6).
NEWS HOU draws a Lakers team without Luka or Reaves.

Capela's 23 were his most ppints since Nov_ember 26, 2021. HOU's 34
second-chance points were its 2nd-most this season.

HOU took 46.7% of its shots from three (season 34.9) and made

28.6%. Its AST% fell to 47.9 (59.2).

Eason scored 20 at a 29.0 USG% (season 18.1); Sheppard went 0-8

ROTATION  against Jahmai Mashack. MEM had 11 regulars out; Whitehead scored
a career-high 26.

OFF-NORM

e cHI 31-51

FINAL

FINAL

6:00 PMET
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21-43 - 34-22 - 40-34 - 22-31
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CLE locked at 4 - faces TOR - WAS finishes last

Cleveland rested eight regulars and led by 22 after one quarter. Washington
ended on a 10-game losing streak.

Tyrese Proctor (No. 49 pick) filled the playmaking void with career
highs across the board: 22 points, 11 rebounds, 8 assists. Tomlin

RECAP
scored a career-high 26 in a spot start: 5-6 against Jamir Watkins, 1-6
against Justin Champagnie.
E A 16-0 WAS run spanning halftime erased most of a 19-point lead.
Atkinson's timeout at 6:43 of Q3 (+5) steadied it, and CLE never
trailed.
TEAM CLE: 48.9 OREB% (season 30.2), 23 second-chance points and 18
METRICS  threes.

Four Cavs set career highs: Tomlin 26, Proctor 22, Enaruna 15, Minix
12. CLE's 43 first-quarter points were its best quarter of the season.

WAS scored only 34 paint points (season 47.8). Champagnie was
ejected with 1:43 left.

roTaTion CLE sat Harden, Mitchell, Mobley, Allen, Merrill, Ellis, Wade and

Schroder. Tyson's USG% was 31.9 (season 18.6).
64-18 QKC
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37:19-33:33-134-25 -131-26

OKC locked at 1- PHX locked at 7, hosts POR

OFF-NORM

FINAL

8:30 PMET

Both teams rested their cores. Phoenix's reserves opened on a 21-0 run and were
never threatened.

Jamaree Bouyea ran the game with a career-high 27, 9 assists and a

+37, and the PHX starting group was +17 in 6 min.

Daigneault's first timeout at 7:44 of Q1 (down 11) did not stop the 21-0
e BELT PHX run. OKC was down 21 before its second timeout at 4:36.

PHX: 137.8 ORtg, 65.3 eFG%. OKC allowed a 137.8 DRtg against its
league-best 106.2.

RECAP

TEAM
METRICS

OKC's 32-point loss was its worst of the season and its biggest at
home since October 2023. PHX had four career-high scorers; Topic's
14 assists trail only SGA's 15 for OKC's season high.

PHX scored 64 paint points (season 42.9) with an FTr of 5.9. Maluach

(No. 10 pick) had a career-high 18 with 14 rebounds.

OKC sat SGA, Holmgren, J. Williams, Hartenstein, Mitchell and

ROTATION  \Wallace. Nikola Topic (9 games played) had 18 points and 14 assists in
39 min, both career highs.

OFF-NORM

128

Lottery teams - both front offices are in transition

8:30 PMET

149

34-45-22-35-32-39 - 40-30

The fastest game of the night (111.5 pace). Dallas opened on a 16-0 run and scored 80 in the first half.

Ryan Nembhard ran the offense with 15-9 and 23 assists, the most in
any game this season and a Mavericks rookie record (Jason Kidd held
it). Poulakidas shot 8-16 from three for a career-high 28.

RECAP

KEY) Donovan's timeout at 9:14 of Q1 (down 9) did not stop DAL's 16-0 run;
Ile—itl trailed by 15 at 6:18. Kidd played Nembhard 38.3 min after Flagg
eft.

TEAM

meTrics CHlallowed a 134.2 DRtg (season 117.3) but scored 78 paint points.

THE FUTURE - WEEK AHEAD

@ MIA at % CHA, 7:30 PM ET (East 9/10; the loser is out). Miami's
80-paint-point night meets a Charlotte team that took 61.2% of its
shots from three Sunday.

@ POR at @2 PHX, 10:00 PM ET (West 7/8; the winner gets OKC). POR
kept its starters in until 1:39 of Q4 Sunday; PHX rested its entire core.

# ORL at 5 PHI, 7:30 PM ET (East 7/8; the winner gets BOS). Embiid

TUE 4/14

TUE 4/14

WED 4/15
sat Sunday, and ORL's 47% three-point diet went 27.9% at Boston.
wep 415 @ GSW at @ LAC, 10:00 PM ET (West 9/10), a rematch three days
later. Kawhi returns from rest, and GSW has not seen him yet.
FRI 417 Last play-in games: each 7/8 loser hosts the 9/10 winner. The East
survivor gets DET; the West survivor goes to SAS.
Round 1opens: 2 TOR at € CLE (1:00 PM ET), & MIN at & DEN, 3
SAT 4/18  ATL at ® NYK, 4 HOU at 4 LAL. CLE and NYK rested their cores

Sunday; LAL starts without Luka and Reaves.

Flagg sprained his left ankle in Q2 (10 points in 10 min). He finished at
21.0 ppg in 70 games, with Rookie of the Year between him and
Knueppel.

DAL's 149 points were its most since July 31, 2020. Poulakidas and
Cisse (10 offensive rebounds) set career highs.

DAL made 22 threes (season 10.8) on a 49.0% three-point attempt rate
(35.3).

CHI had six regulars out. Rookie Lachlan Olbrich posted a 10-15-10
triple-double.

LOTTERY AND OFFSEASON WATCH

Bottom of the standings: WAS 17-65, IND 19-63, BKN 20-62, SAC 22-
60, UTA 22-60, MEM 25-57, DAL 26-56, NOP 26-56.

WAS closed on a 10-game losing streak, after a 16-game skid from
February to March. MEM lost its last 8.

Dallas's win plus Memphis's 31-point loss left DAL with the 7th-best

NEWS

OFF-NORM

ROTATION

STORYLINE

STORYLINE

NEWS ”
lottery odds (Dallas Morning News).

NEWS Openings: MIL needs a head coach (Rivers stepped down Monday),
DAL needs a GM, and CHlI fired Karnisovas and Eversley this month.
Giannis becomes extension-eligible in October and said there is no

NEWS

offer yet. How MIL handles him affects the East's trade market all
summer.



