
B I G  T E N  I N  T HE  P R E SE AS O N  A P  P O L L  ·  ST I L L  TO  O P E N
AP  TOP  2 5

1 PUR Purdue opens Tue

7 MICH Michigan W 121-78

12 UCLA UCLA W 80-74

17 ILL Illinois W 113-55

22 MSU Michigan State W 80-69

24 WIS Wisconsin W 96-64

ST I LL  TO  OPEN

Tue: PUR vs. EVAN No. 1 at home

Tue: IOWA vs. Robert
Morris

McCollum
debut

Tue: ORE vs. Hawai'i Altman yr 16

Wed: IU vs. Alabama A&M DeVries debut

Wed: RUTG vs. Rider at home

TA L K I N G  P O I N T S

F I N A L
8:30 PM ET · FS1 121 MICH

Program records: 121 in an opener, 69 in a half · next: WAKE 11/11 38-69 · 40-52

Michigan raised its 2025 Big Ten Tournament banner, then shot 64% (45-70) with
a portal-built rotation. Seven players scored in double figures, a first in program
history.

RECAP

Morez Johnson Jr. (Illinois transfer) took over the paint early: 20 of his
career-high 24 came in the first half, on 10-11 shooting in 20 min. Elliot
Cadeau ran the offense with a career-high 14 assists and 1 turnover.

STORYLINE
The Johnson, Mara (12-12, 5 blocks) and Lendeborg frontcourt
combined for 48 points on 20-25 shooting. That size is the profile to
watch against Wake Forest next week.

KEY
DECISION

May spread the minutes: no one played more than 28, and all five
starters were out for good by 7:02 of H2 (+43). The Gayle, Lendeborg,
Mara, McKenney and Tschetter unit went +15 in 3 min (17-2). A 20-0
run (15:46 to 11:44 of H1) broke the game open.

TEAM
METRICS

MICH: 154.8 ORtg, 77.9 eFG%, 31 assists on 45 makes. OAK made 11
of 26 threes but rebounded only 10.5% of its misses.

RARITY

121 points, Michigan's most since March 10, 1990 vs. Iowa (school
notes). The 19 threes tied the program record, and the 31 assists were
its most in a game since at least 2004-05.

OFF-NORM
Michigan took 35 threes (last season 24.7 per game) and had a 9.5
TOV% (16.8). Last year's turnover problem did not show up.

ROTATION

Freshman Trey McKenney scored 21 off the bench in his debut, 6-8
from three. Lendeborg (17.7 ppg at UAB) played 22 min and scored 12
on 5 FGA. L.J. Cason dressed but sat (right shoulder); Winters Grady
(right foot, boot) was out.

F I N A L
8:30 PM ET · BTN 113 ILL

Largest win since Nov. 2024 · next: FGCU Fri 11/7 27-60 · 28-53

Illinois was without four guards, Stojakovic among them, and still led by 58. A 17-
0 run in the first four minutes decided it.

RECAP

David Mirkovic (freshman, Montenegro) controlled the glass in his
debut, with 19-14 on 7-10 shooting and 4 assists in 24 min. Fellow
freshman Keaton Wagler added 18 (8-10 FT), and Tomislav Ivisic
scored 21 on 12 FGA.

STORYLINE The international frontcourt of Mirkovic, the Ivisic twins and Jakstys
combined for 46 points and 36 rebounds.

KEY
DECISION

Underwood kept his starters in deep: Boswell and T. Ivisic did not
leave for good until 4:52 of H2, up 50, and Wagler stayed until 3:00.
Jackson State's three first-half timeouts came at -5, -24 and -28.

TEAM
METRICS

ILL: 149.6 ORtg, 66.4 eFG%, 17-37 from three. JKST: 24.1% from three
and 5 assists.

RARITY
The 58-point margin matched Illinois' largest since Nov. 25, 2024
(92-34 vs. Little Rock).

OFF-NORM
21 offensive rebounds, a 61.8 OREB% (last season 35.2), and 17
threes (9.4).

ROTATION

Out: Stojakovic (knee sprain; sore after Saturday's practice), Brandon
Lee (ankle, rolled at Sunday's practice), Petrovic (hamstring), Rodgers
(knee). Jake Davis started and played 29 min (9.5 mpg and one start
last season).

F I N A L
8:00 PM ET · B1G+ 96 WIS

Led 67-62 with 8:00 left, closed 29-2 · next: NIU Fri 11/7 38-48 · 26-48

Wisconsin opened in the AP Top 25 for the first time since 2020-21. It trailed by 5
early and led by only five inside the final 8 minutes.

RECAP

John Blackwell scored 31 on 10-19 with 6 threes, one shy of his career
high. San Diego State transfer Nick Boyd added 21 (7-7 FT) in his
debut; the backcourt combined for 52.

KEY
DECISION

Gard kept his starters on for the finish. That five was +22 in 8 min (28-
6) and stayed in until 1:40, through runs of 15-0 (7:32 to 3:36) and 14-
0 (3:26 to the end). Campbell's timeout at 4:46 (-16) was followed by a
12-point swing the other way.

TEAM
METRICS WIS: 133.2 ORtg, 35.5 OREB% (24.5) and 11 steals. CAM: 24.0 TOV%.

RARITY

The 32-point margin was Wisconsin's largest since Nov. 12, 2021 (72-
34 vs. Green Bay). Boyd's 21 were the second-most by a Badger in his
debut since at least 2000 (school notes).

OFF-NORM 31 points off turnovers (last season 11.7) and 46 paint points (30.9).

ROTATION
Gard used 13 players, but four starters played 28+ min. Portland
transfer Austin Rapp scored 13 in 29 min; Virginia transfer Andrew
Rohde had 3 steals.

F I N A L
10:30 PM ET · BTN 80 UCLA

Cronin: "I'd like to fire myself for our defense" · next: PEPP 11/7 33-40 · 41-40

UCLA led by 15 early in the second half, then let Eastern Washington within 6 in
the final minute. The Eagles shot a 60.2 eFG% and scored 38 paint points.

RECAP

Donovan Dent (New Mexico transfer) had 21 and 9 assists in his
debut, and his fast-break basket with 30 seconds left sealed it. Xavier
Booker (Michigan State transfer) went 6-7 for 14 in 30 min; he
averaged 12.8 mpg last season.

KEY
DECISION

Down 14 at 7:29 of H2, Eastern Washington called timeout and won
the rest of the game by 8. It was still an 8-point game when the Eagles
used their last timeout at 0:59.

TEAM
METRICS

EWU: 60.2 eFG%, 22 assists, 38 paint points. UCLA: 9.7 TOV% (12.9)
and 19 from Tyler Bilodeau.

NEWS
Cronin said he "lost them with three easy exhibition games" and listed
poor pick-and-roll and post defense and "lack of adherence to the
scouting report."

OFF-NORM
UCLA's FTr was 8.6 (last season 23.5): six made free throws in a six-
point game.

ROTATION
Eric Dailey Jr. (knee) sat. Skyy Clark started and went 4-12. Trent
Perry played 26 min (11.4 last season) and scored 11.

F R O N T  O F F I C E  A N D  C OAC H E S  B R I E F  ·  T U E S DAY ,  N OV EM B E R  4 ,  2 0 2 5

AROUND THE BIG TEN · OPENING NIGHT
Monday, Nov. 3. Thirteen of 18 Big Ten teams opened at home and all 13 won. Purdue, Iowa and Oregon open Tuesday; Indiana and Rutgers on Wednesday.

A clean opening night. All 13 Big Ten teams that played won, by an average of
27.2. Only Penn State (trailed with 2:00 left) and UCLA (led by 6 in the final
minute) were in real danger.

The portal showed up. Transfers led eight of the 13 teams in scoring: Tyson 30,
Tilly 26, M. Johnson 24, Cofie 23, Payne 21, Dent 21, Boyd 21, plus Rice and
Ausar with 21 each at USC.

Freshmen too. Frager (NEB) 22, Steinbach (WASH) 21 and McKenney (MICH)
21 scored 20+ in their debuts. Mirkovic (ILL) had 19-14, and Penn State's
freshmen scored 53 of its 76.

Michigan set the bar. 121 points (most since 1990), a program-record 69 in the
first half, 19 threes (tied the record), 31 assists and seven double-figure
scorers, which had never happened at Michigan.

Health and coaching. Stojakovic, Lee (ILL), Rice (MD), Claude (WASH), Dailey
(UCLA) and Omot (MINN) sat. Buzz Williams (MD) and Niko Medved (MINN)
won their debuts; McCollum (IOWA) and DeVries (IU) debut this week.

OAK Horizon 78 AP No. 7 JKST SWAC 55 AP No. 17

CAM CAA 64 AP No. 24 EWU Big Sky 74 AP No. 12

Big Ten 13-0 Avg. margin 27.2 9 transfers scored 20+ 3 freshmen scored 20+ Michigan 121 No. 1 Purdue opens Tue



F I N A L
7:00 PM ET · B1G+ 80 MSU

Held off a Patriot League team · next: No. 14 ARK Sat 11/8 34-37 · 35-43

Michigan State never led by more than 15 and won on the glass and at the line.
Colgate made 11 threes.

RECAP

Jaxon Kohler dominated the glass with 16-15 in 31 min (20.8 mpg last
season). Jeremy Fears Jr. had 14 points, 10 assists, 5 steals and 1
turnover.

STORYLINE
MSU's six threes came from three players (Kohler, Fort, Teng, two
each). Shooting is the question before Saturday's game with No. 14
Arkansas.

KEY
DECISION

The Carr, Cooper, Fears, Kohler and Teng group was Izzo's best unit at
+9 in 5 min. Colgate's two H2 timeouts, both at -11, changed nothing
(+3 and +0 over the next 3 min).

TEAM
METRICS

MSU: 47.5 OREB% (34.0) and 20 fast-break points. COLG: 57.0 eFG%,
but a 7.0 FTr and 17.8 TOV%.

OFF-NORM
FTr 40.0 (last season 30.0) on a 46.7 eFG%: MSU went 24-37 at the
line and 6-21 from three.

ROTATION

Kur Teng started (3.1 mpg last season) and scored a career-high 6.
Samford transfer Trey Fort had 9 in 19 min (14.6 ppg last season).
Kaleb Glenn (FAU transfer) is out for the season with a torn patellar
tendon.

F I N A L
7:00 PM ET · B1G+ 76 PSU

Trailed with 2:00 left, closed on 16-2 · next: at New Haven Sat 11/8 37-37 · 31-39

Fairfield opened on a 12-0 run and led most of the night. Penn State's freshmen
scored the last 11 points.

RECAP

Melih Tunca (freshman, played pro in Turkey last season) had 19 on 7-
11 with 6 assists, including the tying three at 2:00. Freshman Kayden
Mingo added 15 in a team-high 35 min.

KEY
DECISION

Rhoades called timeout at 3:24 of H2, down 3, and Penn State won
the next 3 minutes by 10, part of a 16-2 close over the final 3:28. The
Dilione, Juric, Mingo, Mirtic and Tunca unit (four freshmen) was +16 in
7 min.

TEAM
METRICS

FAIR: 6-33 from three, 1-15 in the second half. Braden Sparks scored a
career-high 25.

RARITY
Tunca's 19 trail only Andrew Funk's 22 (2022) among Penn State
newcomers in an opener since 2005-06.

OFF-NORM
22 fast-break points (last season 13.2), but only 5 threes (7.2) and a
9.2 TOV% (15.1).

ROTATION
Freshmen played 117 of 200 minutes and scored 53 of 76 points. Mirtic
(11 rebounds) had the clinching tip-in with 39 seconds left. Starters
Josh Reed (0-5) and Freddie Dilione (1-7 off the bench) struggled.

F I N A L
6:30 PM ET · B1G+ 118 OSU

A shootout decided at the line · next: Purdue Fort Wayne Fri 11/7 50-66 · 52-52

Ohio State scored 66 in the first half and needed all of it. The second half finished
52-52, at the night's fastest pace (85.3).

RECAP
Christoph Tilly (Santa Clara transfer) had a career-high 26 on 8-10
shooting with 9 rebounds. Bruce Thornton added 26 on 10 FGA (10-12
FT) and Devin Royal 22 (10-13 FT).

KEY
DECISION

Diebler's timeout at 0:23 of H1 (+14) stopped a 6-10 stretch, and OSU
won the next 3 min by 6. He kept Thornton, Mobley and Tilly on until
0:48 of H2; the lead never got past 22.

TEAM
METRICS

OSU: 138.3 ORtg and 70.4 eFG%, but a 16.8 TOV% (13.1). It allowed a
119.5 ORtg and 12 threes.

RARITY
118 points and 53 FTA are Ohio State's most in a game since at least
2004-05.

OFF-NORM
53 free-throw attempts (FTr 77.8; last season 26.9) and 50 paint
points (33.2). IU Indy committed 36 fouls.

ROTATION
Baylor transfer Josh Ojianwuna (ACL, February) did not play. Puff
Johnson is enrolled but ineligible after the NCAA denied his medical-
hardship waiver; the appeal is pending.

F I N A L
9:30 PM ET · B1G+ 94 USC

Up 6 at half, won H2 57-33 · next: Manhattan Sun 11/9 31-37 · 33-57

Eric Musselman's rebuilt roster forced 22 turnovers and blocked 11 shots.
Second-half runs of 13-0 and 10-0 broke it open.

RECAP
Jacob Cofie (Virginia transfer) had a career-high 23-10 on 9-12 with 3
blocks. Rodney Rice (Maryland transfer) added 21 with a career-high
8 assists, and Ezra Ausar (Utah) scored 21 at a 35.7 USG%.

KEY
DECISION

The full-court press produced 21 points off turnovers. The runs came
at 9:37 to 6:37 and 5:09 to 2:06 of H2; Cal Poly's only timeout was at
18:35 of H2 (-10).

TEAM
METRICS USC: 24 assists, 21 points off turnovers. CP: 20.5 TOV%, 39.6 eFG%.

RARITY

USC's 11 blocks were its most since Feb. 1, 2024 (14 vs. Oregon).
Since 2005-06, only O.J. Mayo (32 in 2007) scored more in a USC
opener debut than Cofie.

OFF-NORM
11 blocks (last season 3.1) and an FTr of 42.9 (27.0), at an 83.9 pace
(69.9).

ROTATION

Ten of the 12 Trojans who played were transfers. Terrance Williams II,
the only returner (32.0 mpg last season), started and played 8 min.
Alijah Arenas (knee surgery in July) remains out.

F I N A L
8:00 PM ET · B1G+ 87 MINN

Niko Medved wins his Minnesota debut · next: Alcorn State Sat 11/8 20-53 · 40-34

Minnesota led 20-1 and 53-20 at the half. Gardner-Webb missed its first 10 shots.

RECAP

Cade Tyson scored 30 on 8-12 and 10-12 FT in 28 min, passing 1,000
career points. He averaged 2.6 ppg in 7.9 min at North Carolina last
season.

STORYLINE
Jaylen Crocker-Johnson, who followed Medved from Colorado State,
had 13 points and 14 rebounds.

KEY
DECISION

Runs of 10-0, 13-0 and 12-0 in the first 15 minutes; Gardner-Webb's
timeout at 14:01 of H1 came down 19. Medved's starters were out for
good by 6:18 of H2 (+32).

TEAM
METRICS

MINN: 25 assists on 30 makes, 46 paint points, 60.9 eFG%. GWEB
shot 6-26 in the first half.

RARITY
Tyson's 30 are the most by a Minnesota newcomer in a season
opener since at least 2005-06 (Matt Kline, 28 in 2005).

OFF-NORM
FTr 36.4 (last season 21.2) and 17 fast-break points (6.8), at a 74.5
pace (65.1).

ROTATION Six of the top eight in minutes were transfers. BJ Omot (leg) was out.
Chansey Willis (16.8 ppg at Western Michigan) started and went 0-7.

F I N A L
8:00 PM ET · B1G+ 86 NEB

Fred Hoiberg's 200th college win · next: FIU Sat 11/8 25-30 · 28-56

Nebraska led by only 5 at the half, then won the second half 56-28 behind a 16-0
run that started before the break.

RECAP
Redshirt freshman Braden Frager scored 22 off the bench on 8-11 in
his debut. Rhode Island transfer Jamarques Lawrence added 18 on 5-
8 from three with 6 assists.

KEY
DECISION

Hoiberg's starting five was +11 in 5 min (13-2). Three runs of 16-0, 10-
0 and 12-0 came between 2:43 of H1 and 8:48 of H2.

TEAM
METRICS NEB: 119.4 ORtg, 20 assists. WGA: 16.7% from three, 32.3 eFG%.

RARITY
Frager's 22 were the third-most by a Husker freshman in his debut,
and the most since Bryce McGowens' 25 in 2021 (school notes).

OFF-NORM
32 threes attempted (last season 22.4), a 10.6 TOV% (13.9) and a 35.1
OREB% (24.7).

ROTATION

Rienk Mast started and had 10-11 in his first regular-season game
since the 2024 NCAA Tournament. Central Michigan transfer Ugnius
Jarusevicius (16.4 ppg) did not play.

COLG Patriot 69 AP No. 22 FAIR MAAC 68 Big Ten

IUIN Horizon 102 Big Ten CP Big West 64 Big Ten

GWEB Big South 60 Big Ten WGA ASUN 53 Big Ten



F I N A L
11:00 PM ET · B1G+ 94 WASH

First 40-point win since 2017 · next: Denver Thu 11/6 18-41 · 32-53

Only Franck Kepnang and Zoom Diallo returned from last season. Washington led
41-18 at the half and won the boards 53-32.

RECAP
Freshman Hannes Steinbach (Germany) had 21 on 9-11 with 7
rebounds and 6 assists in his debut, 15 of the points in the first half.

KEY
DECISION

Sprinkle started freshman JJ Mandaquit (8 assists) and Bryson
Tucker. The Diallo, Kepnang, Mandaquit, Sommerville and Tucker unit
was +7 in 3 min; Steinbach and Yates sat for good by 3:59 of H2
(+37).

TEAM
METRICS

WASH: 124.2 ORtg, 21 assists, 24-33 FT. UAPB: 12 paint points, 25.4%
shooting.

RARITY

The 44-point margin was Washington's largest since a 51-point win
over Bethune-Cookman in Dec. 2017. Tucker posted his first career
double-double (12-10).

OFF-NORM 50.0 OREB% (last season 25.4) and 25 points off turnovers (12.0).

ROTATION

Desmond Claude (USC transfer, 15.8 ppg) sat with an ankle injury, and
Lipscomb transfer Jacob Ognacevic (20.0 ppg) did not play. Quimari
Peterson, returning from a hamstring injury, scored 13 off the bench
(4-8 3P).

F I N A L
6:30 PM ET · BTN 83 MD

Buzz Williams' first Maryland win, in Baltimore · next: GTWN Fri 11/7 32-47 · 29-36

A fully rebuilt roster led 20-6 after eight minutes. Coppin State opened the
second half on a 10-3 run before a 14-0 Maryland run ended it.

RECAP

Pharrel Payne (Texas A&M transfer) anchored the paint with 21 on 6-8
and 9-9 FT, the most by a transfer in his first game as a Terp (school
notes).

KEY
DECISION

The most-used unit (Coit, Mills, Payne, Saunders, Watts) was +5 in 8
min. Maryland's 14-0 run (7:38 to 2:55 of H2) came after Coppin cut
the lead to 10.

TEAM
METRICS

MD: 10-29 from three, tied for its most in an opener; 15.2 TOV% (12.2).
COPP: 26.1 TOV%.

NEWS
Rice was in a walking boot before the Oct. 30 exhibition. Friday's Gold
Rush game against Georgetown is his next chance to play.

RARITY
Payne's 21 trail only Derik Queen's 22 (2024) among Maryland
newcomers in an opener since 2005-06.

OFF-NORM FTr 41.8 (last season 25.4) and 30 points off turnovers (18.0).

ROTATION

Myles Rice (ankle; 10.1 ppg at Indiana) and Solomon Washington
(ankle) sat. Freshmen Darius Adams (16, 10-12 FT) and Guillermo Del
Pino started, the first time multiple freshmen started a Maryland
opener since 2018-19.

F I N A L
8:00 PM ET · B1G+ 70 NU

Mercyhurst made 1 of 18 threes · next: Boston U. Fri 11/7 25-36 · 22-34

A 5-point game late in the first half. Northwestern opened the second half on a 10-0 run.

RECAP
Arrinten Page (Cincinnati transfer) had a career-high 18 with 12
rebounds in 23 min, 10-12 from the line. He played 9.0 mpg last season.

KEY
DECISION

Collins' timeout at 3:24 of H1 (+5) was followed by a +4 stretch. His
best unit (Martinelli, Mullins, Page, Reid, Windham) was +10 in 5 min,
with K.J. Windham (career-high 7 rebounds) in for a starter.

TEAM
METRICS

MERC: 1-18 from three, 68.5 ORtg. NU: Nick Martinelli (20.5 ppg last
season) scored 17 on 8 FGA.

OFF-NORM
FTr 51.9 (last season 23.5): on a 41.3 eFG%, Northwestern won at the
line and on the glass (37.1 OREB%).

ROTATION
Freshman Tre Singleton started and went 2-7 in 26 min. Holy Cross
transfer Max Green (14.9 ppg last season) went 1-5 in 17 min.

THE WEEK AHEAD

TUE  11/4
No. 1 PUR Purdue opens vs. EVAN Evansville. Iowa (Ben
McCollum's debut) and Oregon also open.

WED  11/5
IU Indiana (Darian DeVries' debut) hosts Alabama A&M; RUTG

Rutgers hosts Rider.

FRI  11/7
GTWN at MD (Gold Rush game): Rice's next chance to return.
FGCU at ILL: the next look at Stojakovic and Lee.

FRI  11/7
OAK at PUR: Oakland's second Big Ten road game in five days,

after allowing 121 at Michigan. PEPP at UCLA: the first test after
Cronin's postgame.

SAT  11/8
No. 14 ARK at No. 22 MSU, the first ranked opponent for a Big
Ten team. MSU went 6-21 from three Monday.

SUN  11/9
WASH at BAY and MARQ at IU, the first high-major non-

conference tests.

TUE  11/11 WAKE vs. MICH. May said Cason was held out Monday to make
sure he is available for this one.

HEALTH AND ELIGIBILITY WATCH

NEWS
ILL: Stojakovic (knee sprain, sore after Saturday's practice), Lee

(severe ankle sprain), Petrovic (hamstring), Rodgers (knee, out
indefinitely).

NEWS
MD: Rice and Washington (both ankle). WASH: Claude (ankle);

Peterson is playing back from a hamstring injury.

NEWS MICH: Cason (right shoulder) dressed but sat; Grady (right foot)
was in a boot. UCLA: Dailey (knee).

NEWS
OSU: Puff Johnson's waiver appeal is pending; Ojianwuna (ACL) is

listed out. MINN: Omot (leg).

STORYLINE
Long-term: Kaleb Glenn ( MSU, torn patellar tendon in June) and
Alijah Arenas ( USC, knee surgery in July).

UAPB SWAC 50 Big Ten COPP MEAC 61 Big Ten

MERC NEC 47 Big Ten


